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(57) ABSTRACT

A probability demonstrator has a transparent housing having
a bead reservoir at the top of the housing, a plurality of pegs
disposed in a triangular matrix configuration in a mid-
portion of the housing, and a plurality of parallel bead bins
disposed at a bottom portion of the housing. Spherical beads
are enclosed within the housing. The spherical beads are
loaded into the bead reservoir by rotating the housing on its
central pivots. When rotated again, the spherical beads
cascade through the triangular matrix and come to rest
within the plurality of bead bins. The probability demon-
strator is configured to allow bead flow through the device
without hanging up through any part of the device until the
spherical beads come to rest within the bead bins, resulting
in a histogram showing a normal distribution. A single larger
diameter spherical bead may be included with the plurality
of spherical beads to demonstrate a single random outcome.
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PROBABILITY DEMONSTRATOR

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The Galton Board was invented by Sir Francis Galton in
1873 to demonstrate the central limit theorem which states
that, given certain conditions, the average of a sufficiently
large number of samples of independent variables, each with
a well-defined expected value and well-defined variance,
will be normally distributed. In other words, a binomial
distribution approximates a normal distribution.

The known Galton board has a vertical board with out-
wardly extending interleaved rows of pegs arranged in a
triangular pattern called a quincunx peg matrix. Balls,
marbles, spherical beads or the like (collectively referred to
herein as “beads”) are dropped from top of the board. As a
bead reaches the first peg it “decides” to go left or right.
Upon reaching a second peg, the bead makes another
“decision” on which way to turn. For each turn, there is a
fifty percent chance of going left or right.

After falling through the entire quincunx peg matrix, the
beads are collected into a plurality of divided bins at the
bottom of the board. Once all of the beads have fallen
through the matrix of pegs and gathered within the bins, it
has been empirically demonstrated that the middlemost bin
will have collected the most beads, with fewer beads col-
lected in the bins on either side of the middlemost bin, with
the number of beads collected within each bin progressively
decreasing the further the bin is from the middlemost bin. If
each bin has a fixed height and an equivalent width, it may
be observed from a viewpoint at the front of the board that
height of the beads gathered in the bins extending from one
side of the board to the other approximately define a bell
curve, i.e., a normal distribution, thereby demonstrating the
central limit theorem. The central limit theorem says that the
sampling distribution of the mean will always be normally
distributed, as long as the sample size is large enough. In
other words, the Galton Board allows the viewer to visualize
the order embedded in “the chaos of randomness.”

While the Galton Board is very useful in demonstrating
the central limit theorem, each time the Galton Board was
used, the original device required “reloading” beads at the
top of the board by turning the board over.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention provide an
improved Galton Board with Pascal’s Triangle (referred to
hereinafter as a “probability demonstrator”) which can dem-
onstrate not only the central limit theorem, but which also
includes modifications which allow the device to demon-
strate multiple principles in probability, mathematics, and
finance. These principles include probability theories, bino-
mial distribution, regression to the mean, and the law of
large numbers and probabilities, such as coin flipping and
stock market returns. Although the path taken by each bead
through a peg matrix configured as Pascal’s Triangle is
never the same, the visual cascade of beads always results in
a similar Bell Curve of normal distribution as depicted by a
histogram formed by the level of beads deposited in a
plurality of parallel bins at the lower end of the device. The
device is designed to sit on a desktop with the transparent
front face of the device in an “at rest” position, angled
towards the viewer’s perspective at approximately 76
degrees to present optimum user viewing.

An embodiment of the probability demonstrator has a
housing having an interior comprising a top portion, a

middle portion, and a bottom portion, wherein the top
portion, the middle portion and the bottom portion of the
housing are consecutively arranged along an axis. The
housing has a front face and a rear panel which enclose the
interior, where the front face is transparent. A plurality of
spherical beads is disposed within the interior. The inventors
herein have found that a visually pleasing display is pro-
vided by using approximately six thousand spherical beads,
each having a diameter of approximately 1 millimeter, in a
housing which is approximately 61⁄2 wide by 12 inches tall.

In one embodiment, the housing may be configured such
that the combination of the top portion and middle portion
forms a square and the lower portion is a rectangle with side
lengths having the golden ratio of 1.618, thereby defining a
golden rectangle. In such configuration, the combination of
the lower portion to the top portion and middle portion also
forms a golden rectangle.

Embodiments of the present invention further provide for
easy reloading of the beads to the top of the board by simply
flipping the device upside down or rotating the housing
about its pivots to return beads from the bead bins at the
bottom portion of the device to the bead reservoir at the top
portion of the device. It is to be understood that the terms
“top portion” and “bottom portion” refer to the relative
positions of the housing in a “resting” position, i.e., with the
beads disposed in the bins. To provide accurate demonstra-
tions of the various principles, embodiments of the present
invention include features which allow for bead flow
through the device without hanging up through any part of
the device. Specifically, embodiments of the apparatus are
configured so that the flow of approximately 6,000 beads
through an opening of approximately 3.5 millimeters occurs
without bead hang up or blockage. Flow of the beads into the
bead reservoir is both fast and consistent.

The probability demonstrator has a bead reservoir dis-
posed in the top portion of the housing with the bead
reservoir connected to the middle portion by a single con-
duit. The bead reservoir has a first depth defined by the space
between an upper inside surface of the front face and an
upper inside surface of the rear panel.

The probability demonstrator also has a plurality of pegs
disposed in the middle portion of the housing with the pegs
disposed in a quincunx matrix configured as Pascal’s Tri-
angle. While the individual pegs may have a variety of
shapes (i.e., round, triangular, pentagonal), the embodiment
disclosed in the accompanying figures has individual pegs
having a hexagonal shape. The middle portion of the board
has a second depth defined by a space between a middle
inside surface of the front face and a middle inside surface
of the rear panel.

A plurality of bead bins are disposed in parallel configu-
ration in the bottom portion of the housing. Each bin has an
open end adjacent the middle portion of the housing and a
closed end adjacent a bottom edge of the bottom portion of
the housing. Each of the bins are in parallel alignment with
the vertical axis. The bottom portion has a third depth
defined by the space between a bottom inside surface of the
front face and a bottom inside surface of the rear panel.

The above-described top portion, middle portion and
bottom portion are so configured that the first depth is
greater than the second depth and the second depth is greater
than the third depth. This configuration enables the beads to
flow through the device so as to accurately demonstrate the
various principles with minimal bead hang up or jamming.

Embodiments of the present invention may also allow an
observer to track a single bead as it flows from the bead
reservoir through the quincunx matrix of hexagonal pegs
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and comes to rest in a specific bead bin at the bottom portion.
The observable final disposition of a single bead among the
thousands of other beads demonstrates a single random
outcome. The front face of the housing may be printed with
information which provides percentage estimates of a prob-
ability that this single bead will land in a specific bin and
allow an observer can witness those probabilities in action.

The present invention may further facilitate the tracking
of a single bead by utilizing a color and size for this single
bead which are different from the color and size of the
thousands of other beads. This single bead is referred to
herein as the “golden bead” although the use of any color
different from that of the remaining beads is acceptable.
Identification of the “golden bead” is further enhanced by
significantly increasing the size of the golden bead from the
thousands of the other beads. In one embodiment, the golden
bead has a diameter of approximately 2.2 millimeters while
the remaining beads (approximately 6,000) have a diameter
of approximately 1.0 millimeters.

The use of a single bead having a larger diameter from the
thousands of the other beads presents non-obvious design
challenges to allow the larger diameter bead to behave in a
similar manner as the smaller diameter beads. The variable
depth configuration of the device allows the golden bead to
be introduced into the thousands of uniform beads contained
within the demonstrator yet still provide a free flow of the
beads, including the larger diameter bead, through the board.
The configuration of the demonstrator provides a continuous
path having three varying depths, from the reservoir, through
the quincunx peg matrix and into the collection bins at the
bottom of the board. This configuration provides a “hang-
up” free flow of all the beads—including the single larger
bead—as the beads collectively flow in just a few seconds
from the bead reservoir at the top of the board to the bins at
the bottom of the board.

Embodiments of the present invention may further
include bead bins which have a configuration where each
bead bin is divided into three longitudinal channels. Such a
configuration may include a bead bin having a central
channel disposed between an outer channel on each side.
The central channel may have a greater depth than the two
outer channels, where the depth is defined by the space
between the inside surface of the front face and the inside
surface of the rear panel. This unique configuration allows
the use of the single larger bead while reducing the number
of total beads required to achieve a visually attractive
display.

Embodiments of the probability demonstrator may have a
transparent housing in a rectangular configuration with
rounded corners. The housing may be removably attached to
a base member. When attached with the base member, the
housing may be pivotable along a horizontal axis from a first
position to a second position. The first position may be
defined as the rest position described above. In this position,
the bead reservoir has a higher elevation than the bead bins,
allowing the beads to fall from the bead reservoir through
the quincunx peg matrix to the bead bins. The second
position may be defined where the bead bins have a higher
elevation than the bead reservoir thereby allowing the beads
to return from the bead bins to the bead reservoir.

The transparent housing may be fabricated from acryloni-
trile butadiene styrene (ABS). If the beads are fabricated
from stainless steel, the mass movement of the beads over
the ABS material may induce a static charge. For this reason,
an anti-static additive may be introduced to the ABS mate-
rial to neutralize any electrostatic discharge which may
otherwise impede the free flow of the beads.

The front face of the transparent housing may be printed
with various surface graphics or may have transparent
overlays affixed to all or part of the front face, which are
hereinafter collectively referred to as “surface graphics.”
Such surface graphics may include a normal distribution
curve (i.e., Bell Curve) on the lower face which overlays the
bead bins to provide an easy comparison to the actual bead
distribution in the bins. The surface graphics may also
emphasize the configuration of the pegs to form Pascal’s
Triangle-a triangle of numbers which follow the rule of
adding the two numbers above to get the number below.
Each number overlaying a peg indicates the number of paths
the beads may travel to arrive at each peg.

The surface graphics may provide other information on
the front face of the transparent housing which may include
a number on each of the hexagonal pegs which represent the
likelihood that a bead starting at the top of the board will
reach a particular point. The front face may further be
printed with numbers for each of the fourteen bead bins,
with the center bin assigned number 7, with the bins to the
left of the center bin assigned consecutive numbers 0
through 6 and the bins to the right of the center bin assigned
consecutive numbers 8 through 14. With the bins so num-
bered, if there are exactly 6,000 beads, the front face my
include information which shows that the expected result is
that 20.9 percent of the beads (i.e., approx. 1257 beads) will
come to rest in the center bin, number 7, 18.3 percent of the
beads (i.e., approx. 1100 beads) will come to rest in bins 6
and 8, 12.2 percent of the beads (i.e., approx. 733 beads) will
come to rest in bins 5 and 9, 6.1 percent of the beads (i.e.,
approx. 367 beads) will come to rest in bins 4 and 10, 2.2
percent of the beads (i.e., approx. 133 beads) will come to
rest in bins 3 and 11, 0.5 percent of the beads (i.e., approx.
33 beads) will come to rest in bins 2 and 12, 0.1 percent of
the beads (i.e., approx. 5 beads) will come to rest in bins 1
and 13, and 0.0 percent (i.e., approx. 1 bead) will come to
rest in bins 0 and 14.

The surface graphics may also show standard deviations
on each side of the center bin, which for a normal distribu-
tion will show that about 68 percent of the beads come to rest
within one standard deviation and about 95 percent of the
beads come to rest within two standard deviations, 99.7
percent will come to rest within three standard deviations,
99.9 percent will come to rest within four standard devia-
tions. The remaining few beads will be outliers, coming to
rest in bins 0 and 14.

The surface graphics may also include a depiction of a
teeter totter, conceived by one of the inventors herein, which
illustrates Eugene Fama’s efficient market hypothesis. This
hypothesis states that prices of securities fully reflect all
available information. The left side of the teeter totter
represents all available information, and the right side rep-
resents the prices that millions of willing buyers and sellers
have concluded are fair prices given that information at the
time. There is a random and continuous flow of good news
and forecasts and bad news and forecasts which at any point
in time represent the uncertainty of the expected return of an
investment that is held at a constant level of risk, such as a
portfolio of 50% stocks and 50% bonds. If uncertainty
increases due to bad news, the price must make an inversely
proportional adjustment down so that the expected return
remains essentially constant. The opposite is also true. For
surface graphics comprising transparent overlays, the over-
lays may provide different allocations of stocks and bonds.

In describing the surface graphics which may be included
on the front face of embodiments of the invention, it is to be
understood that the printed information may be printed
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directly onto the front face of the probability demonstrator.

Alternatively, clear overlays may be prepared which attach

directly to the front face of embodiments of the invention.

Such overlays may be of the type which may be removably

attached to the front surface, so that a variety of different
overlays may be utilized with a single device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a front perspective view of an embodiment
of the probability demonstrator in the first position.

FIG. 1A shows a close-up view of sections of two
adjacent bead bins from FIG. 1.

FIG. 2 shows a front view of an embodiment of the
probability demonstrator.

FIG. 3 shows a rear view of an embodiment of the
probability demonstrator.

FIG. 4 shows a side view of an embodiment of the
probability demonstrator.

FIG. 5 shows a sectioned view of an embodiment of the
probability demonstrator taken along line 5-5 of FIG. 2.

FIG. 6 shows a rear perspective view of an embodiment
of the probability demonstrator in the second position.

FIG. 7 shows various surface graphics which may either
be printed directly onto the front face of the probability
demonstrator, or which may be printed on an overlay which
may be affixed to the front face of the probability demon-
strator.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Referring now to the figures, FIGS. 1 through 7 shown an
embodiment of the present probability demonstrator 100. An
embodiment of the probability demonstrator comprises a
housing 102 and a base 104. Housing 102 has an interior 106
having a top portion 108, a middle portion 110, and a bottom
portion 112. Top portion 108, middle portion 110, and
bottom portion 112 are consecutively arranged from top to
bottom along axis A1. Housing 102 has a front face 114 and
a rear panel 116. Housing 102 may be fabricated from a
transparent ABS material which may include an anti-static
additive to neutralize any static charge which may otherwise
be caused by the mass movement of the beads through the
housing.

A plurality of spherical beads 118 are contained within
housing 102. An embodiment of the probability demonstra-
tor may contain approximately 6000 spherical beads 118.
Beads 118 will be fabricated from a material of sufficient
weight to allow the beads to flow freely through different
components of the housing 102. The Inventors herein have
found that stainless-steel beads having a diameter of one
millimeter provided satisfactory performance.

The plurality of beads 118 may also include a single larger
diameter bead 120 having a diameter which is larger than the
diameter of the other beads to facilitate a viewer’s ability to
distinguish the single bead 120 from the remaining beads. In
one embodiment, each of the plurality of beads 118 may
have a diameter of approximately one millimeter except the
single larger diameter bead 120. For this embodiment, the
single larger diameter bead may have a diameter of two
millimeters or larger. To further facilitate distinguishing the
single bead 120 from the other beads 118, the single bead
120 may be of a different color than the other beads. The
Inventors herein have found that a single gold colored bead
120 having a diameter of approximately 2.2 millimeters
allows the single bead to readily be distinguished from a

remaining plurality of approximately 6000 beads 118 having
a gray or stainless-steel finish and having a diameter of 1.0
millimeters.

A bead reservoir 122 is located in the top portion 108 of
housing 102. Bead reservoir 122 is connected to middle
portion 110 of housing 102 by a single conduit 124. Middle
portion 110 as a plurality of pegs 126 which are configured
as a quincunx matrix configured into Pascal’s Triangle. In
one embodiment of the invention, the upper row may have
an upper row of one peg 126 and a bottom row of 14 pegs,
for a total of 105 pegs 126. While the pegs may be in a
variety of different shapes, the figures herein show each peg
having a hexagonal shape.

A plurality of bead bins 128 may be disposed in a parallel
configuration in the bottom portion 112 of the housing 102.
Each bead bin 128 has an open end 130 which is adjacent to
middle portion 110 and a closed end 132 which is adjacent
to a bottom edge 134 of the bottom portion 112 of housing
102. Each of the bead bins 128 may be set apart from
adjacent bead bins 128 by a divider 136. Dividers 136 allow
the beads 118, 120 to fill the bead bins 128 and form a
distinct histogram with dividers 136 separating each stack of
beads within each bead bin 128 as shown in FIGS. 1-3.

FIG. 5 shows the different depths of the open spaces (i.e.,
between the inside faces of front face 114 and rear panel
116) respectively through the top portion 108 having a depth
D1, the middle portion 110 having a depth D2, and the
bottom portion 112 having a depth D3. The depths are
configured such that D1 is greater than D2, which is greater
than D3. The depths are so arranged to facilitate a smooth
flow of the plurality of beads 118 and the single larger
diameter bead 120 through the length of housing 102 from
the bead reservoir 122 through conduit 124 through the
plurality of pegs 126 and into the bead bins 128.

Bead bins 128 may be configured to have three distinct
channels. FIG. 1A provides a sectioned view of adjacent
bead bins 132 which are configured between front face 114
and rear panel 116. As shown in close-up view FIG. 1A and
FIG. 3, each bead bin 132 may have a main channel 132a,
a first adjacent side channel 132b and a second adjacent side
channel 133c. It is to be appreciated that each of the bead
bins 132 of the probability demonstrator 100 may be con-
figured as the bin 132 shown in FIG. 3. Main channel 132a
may have a greater depth between front face 114 and rear
panel 116 than the respective depths of first adjacent side
channel 132b and second adjacent side channel 132c. The
depth of the main channel 132a is configured to receive
single bead 120 while the depths of first adjacent side
channel 132b and second adjacent side channel 132c are
configured to receive any of the remaining plurality of bead
118 but not the single bead 120.

The above-described tri-channel configuration of each
bead bin 132 provides a smooth flow of beads into the
channels while also insuring that the single bead 120 will
always be within a main channel 132a. This configuration
facilitates an observer’s ability to locate the single bead 120
while also providing a visually appealing histogram formed
by the beads collected within the plurality of bead bins 132.

FIG. 1 shows a front perspective view of the housing 102
in a first position while disposed within base 104. FIG. 6
shows a rear perspective view of the housing 102 in a second
position while disposed in base 104. Housing 102 may be
fabricated with outwardly extending pivot pins 138 which
may be received within apertures located within each of the
arms 140 of base 104. If base 104 is fabricated from a
flexible material, such as plastic, housing 102 may be
removably attached within base 104. As shown in FIG. 5,
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base 104 may be configured with a stop 142 which prevents
further rotation of housing 102 within base 104. Stops 142
may be configured such that the front face 114 of housing
102 is positioned at approximately 76 degrees from hori-
zontal to provide an attractive viewing angle for an observer.
With the housing 102 so disposed within base 104, the
housing may easily be rotated or flipped by a user from the
first position to the second position to reload the beads into
the bead reservoir 122. With this configuration, once the
housing is rotated, the flow of approximately 6,000 beads
118 through restriction of approximately 3.5 millimeters
back into the bead reservoir 122 occurs quickly without bead
hang up or blockage. Flow the beads into the bead reservoir
is both fast and consistent, allowing the device to be cycled
quickly.

The front face 114 of the transparent housing 102 may
comprise various surface graphics 200 as depicted in FIG. 7.
The surface graphics 200 may be printed directly onto the
front face 114 or the surface graphics may be printed on
transparent overlays which may be affixed to all or part of
the front face. The transparent overlays may be removably
attached to the front face 114 with a variety of attachment
mechanisms, including static clinging overlays, adhesive
pinch dots, and the like.

The device may be manufactured with a molding process,
with internal structural components, such as the pegs 126,
fabricated as an integral part of the rear panel 116. The front
face 114 may be attached to the rear panel 116 with
interlocking attachment clips on the outside edges of the
front face 114 and the rear panel, with adhesive, and/or
plastic welding of the outside edges. The tops of some or all
of the pegs 126 may also be ultrasonically welded to the
inside surface of the front face 114 to provide additional
points of attachment between the front face 114 and the rear
panel 116.

Having thus described the preferred embodiment of the
invention, what is claimed as new and desired to be pro-
tected by Letters Patent includes the following:

1. A probability demonstrator combines Pascal’s Triangle
with a Galton Board, the probability demonstrator compris-
ing:

a transparent housing having an interior comprising a top
portion, a middle portion and a bottom portion, wherein
the top portion, the middle portion and the bottom
portion are consecutively arranged along an axis, the
transparent housing further comprising a front face and
a rear panel which enclose the interior, wherein a
plurality of spherical beads is disposed within the
interior;

a bead reservoir disposed in the top portion, the bead
reservoir connected to the middle portion by a single
conduit, the bead reservoir having a first depth between
an upper inside surface of the front face and an upper
inside surface of the rear panel;

a plurality of pegs disposed in the middle portion in a
triangular shaped quincunx matrix configuration, the
middle portion having a second depth between a middle
inside surface of the front face and a middle inside
surface of the rear panel; and

a plurality of bead bins disposed in parallel configuration
in the bottom portion, each bin having an open end
adjacent the middle portion and a closed end adjacent
a bottom edge of the bottom portion, each bin in
parallel alignment with the vertical axis, the bottom
portion having a third depth between a bottom inside
surface of the front face and a bottom inside surface of
the rear panel;

wherein the first depth is greater than the second depth

and the second depth is greater than the third depth and

whereupon a disposition of the plurality of beads into

the plurality of bead bins, a first single bead of the

plurality of beads is distinguishable from the remainer

of the plurality of beads.

2. The probability demonstrator of claim 1 wherein each

of the pegs within the plurality of pegs comprises a hex-

agonal shape.

3. The probability demonstrator of claim 1 wherein the

first single bead of the plurality of spherical beads comprises

of a first single bead having a first color and all remaining

beads of the plurality of spherical beads have a second color

different from the first color.

4. The probability demonstrator of claim 3 wherein the

first single bead has a diameter at least twice as large as all

of the remaining beads.

5. The probability demonstrator of claim 4 wherein each

of the plurality of bead bins comprises a center channel

having a center channel depth disposed between a first outer

channel having a first outer channel depth and a second outer

channel having a second outer channel depth.

6. The probability demonstrator of claim 5 wherein the

center channel depth is greater than the first outer channel

depth and the second outer channel depth wherein the center

channel depth is configured to receive the first single bead

and the second outer channel depth is configured to prevent

an entry of the first single bead.

7. The probability demonstrator of claim 1 wherein the

front face of the transparent housing comprises a collection

of surface graphics.

8. The probability demonstrator of claim 6 wherein the

transparent housing is pivotally attached within a base

member, wherein the transparent housing is pivotable from

a first position where the bead reservoir has a higher

elevation than the bead bins thereby allowing the beads to

fall from the bead reservoir through plurality of hexagonal

pegs to the bead bins and a second position where the bean

bins have a higher elevation than the bead reservoir thereby

allowing the beads to return from the bead bins to the bead

reservoir.
9. The probability demonstrator of claim 1 wherein the

transparent housing is fabricated from acrylonitrile butadi-
ene styrene.

10. The probability demonstrator of claim 9 wherein an
anti-static additive is mixed with the acrylonitrile butadiene
styrene.

11. The probability demonstrator of claim 1 wherein the
plurality of spherical beads comprises approximately six
thousand spherical beads.

12. A probability demonstrator comprising:
a transparent housing having an interior comprising a top

portion, a middle portion and a bottom portion, wherein
the top portion, the middle portion and the bottom
portion are consecutively arranged along an axis, the
transparent housing further comprising a front face and
a rear panel which enclose the interior, wherein the top
portion comprises a first depth between the front face
and the rear panel, the middle portion comprises a
second depth between the front face and the rear panel
and the bottom portion comprises a third depth between
the front face and the rear panel, wherein the first depth
is greater than the second depth and the second depth
is greater than the third depth, and wherein a plurality
of spherical beads is disposed within the interior;
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a bead reservoir disposed in the top portion, the bead
reservoir connected to the middle portion by a single
conduit;

a plurality of pegs disposed in the middle portion in a
triangular matrix configuration; and

a plurality of bead bins disposed in parallel configuration
in the bottom portion, each bead bin having an open
end adjacent the middle portion and a closed end
adjacent a bottom edge of the bottom portion, each bin
in parallel alignment with the vertical axis, wherein
each of the plurality of bead bins comprises a center
channel having a center channel depth disposed
between a first outer channel having a first outer
channel depth and a second outer channel having a
second outer channel depth.

13. The probability demonstrator of claim 12 wherein
each of the pegs within the plurality of pegs comprises a
hexagonal shape.

14. The probability demonstrator of claim 12 wherein the
center channel depth is greater than the first outer channel
depth and the second outer channel depth.

15. The probability demonstrator of claim 12 wherein the
plurality of spherical beads comprises approximately six
thousand spherical beads, said plurality comprising a first
single bead having a first color and all remaining beads of
the plurality having a second color different from the first
color.

16. The probability demonstrator of claim 15 wherein the
first single bead has a diameter at least twice as large as the
diameters of all of the remaining spherical beads.

17. The probability demonstrator of claim 12 wherein the
transparent housing is pivotally attached within a base
member, wherein the transparent housing is pivotable from
a first position where the bead reservoir has a higher
elevation than the bead bins thereby allowing the beads to
fall from the bead reservoir through plurality of hexagonal
pegs to the bead bins and a second position where the bean
bins have a higher elevation than the bead reservoir thereby
allowing the beads to return from the bead bins to the bead
reservoir.

18. A probability demonstrator comprising:
a transparent housing having an interior comprising a top

portion, a middle portion and a bottom portion, wherein
the top portion, the middle portion and the bottom
portion are consecutively arranged along an axis, the
transparent housing further comprising a front face and
a rear panel which enclose the interior, wherein the top

portion comprises a first depth between the front face

and the rear panel, the middle portion comprises a

second depth between the front face and the rear panel

and the bottom portion comprises a third depth between

the front face and the rear panel, wherein the first depth

is greater than the second depth and the second depth

is greater than the third depth, and wherein a plurality

of spherical beads is disposed within the interior, the

plurality of spherical beads comprising a first single

bead having a diameter at least twice as large as all of

the remaining beads;

a bead reservoir disposed in the top portion, the bead

reservoir connected to the middle portion by a single
conduit;

a plurality of pegs disposed in the middle portion in a
triangular matrix configuration; and

a plurality of bead bins disposed in parallel configuration
in the bottom portion, each bead bin having an open
end adjacent the middle portion and a closed end
adjacent a bottom edge of the bottom portion, each bin
in parallel alignment with the vertical axis.

19. The probability demonstrator of claim 18 wherein
each of the pegs within the plurality of pegs comprises a
hexagonal shape.

20. The probability demonstrator of claim 18 wherein the
first single bead of the plurality of spherical beads has a first
color and all remaining beads of the plurality of spherical
beads have a second color different from the first color.

21. The probability demonstrator of claim 18 wherein the
transparent housing is pivotally attached within a base
member, wherein the transparent housing is pivotable from
a first position where the bead reservoir has a higher
elevation than the bead bins thereby allowing the beads to
fall from the bead reservoir through plurality of pegs to the
bead bins and a second position where the bean bins have a
higher elevation than the bead reservoir thereby allowing the
beads to return from the bead bins to the bead reservoir.

22. The probability demonstrator of claim 18 wherein the
plurality of spherical beads comprises approximately six
thousand spherical beads.

23. The probability demonstrator of claim 18 wherein
each of the plurality of bead bins comprises a center channel
having a center channel depth disposed between a first outer
channel having a first outer channel depth and a second outer
channel having a second outer channel depth.

∗ ∗ ∗ ∗ ∗
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